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Bipartisan Budget Agreement for Fiscal Years 2020 and 2021

1. The 2019 Bipartisan Budget Agreement for fiscal years 2020 and 2021 (“Agreement”) is 
agreed to by the bipartisan leadership of Congress and the administration of Donald J.
Trump. The bipartisan Congressional leadership and the administration agree to cooperate in 
the Agreement’s implementation.

2. The Agreement modifies the discretionary spending caps imposed by the Budget Control Act 
(“BCA”) for fiscal years 2020 and 2021 pursuant to the table below. The spending cap 
adjustments are intended to reflect the elimination of the BCA sequester for two years, plus a 
slight increase in spending for both defense and non-defense programs.

3. The parties agree to partially offset the Agreement’s modifications to the discretionary 
spending caps legislation by extending the BCA mandatory sequester and customs user fees 
to achieve a total offset level of $77.4 billion as scored by the Congressional Budget Office.

4. The debt limit will be suspended for two years, through July 31, 2021. No additional 
restrictions will be placed on the Secretary’s extraordinary measures authorities. The debt 
limit suspension, spending cap adjustments, offsets, and any necessary procedural matters, 
will be included as part of a single piece of legislation.

5. Appropriations bills: Specific spending decisions shall be left to the members of the 
Appropriations Committees, with 302(b)s set through the regular process of the committees. 
Congressional leaders and the administration agree that, relative to the FY 2019 regular 
appropriations Acts, there will be no poison pills, additional new riders, additional CHIMPS, 
or other changes in policy or conventions that allow for higher spending levels, or any non­
appropriations measures unless agreed to on a bipartisan basis by the four leaders with the 
approval of the President. Current transfer funding levels and authorities shall be maintained, 
and any modifications must be agreed to on a bipartisan basis by the four leaders with the 
approval of the President. Any emergency spending levels must be agreed to on a bipartisan 
basis by the four leaders with the approval of the President.

6. The agreement also establishes a new cap adjustment for FY 2020 to help ensure the 
necessary resources for the decennial Census are provided.

7. Senate Leaders agree that if a bill has been reported on a bipartisan basis from the Senate 
Appropriations Committee and is consistent with the BCA spending caps, and has the 
support of the Chairman and the Ranking Member, they will work together to minimize 
procedural delays. The Majority Leader will continue to consult with the Democratic Leader 
to sequence bills in a bipartisan way, and acknowledges that bipartisan concurrence is 
required to expedite the consideration of any appropriations bill.

8. The President, Congressional leaders and the leadership of the Appropriations Committees 
shall work together to reach bicameral and bipartisan agreement on the orderly and timely
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consideration of FY 2020 appropriations bills to avoid a government shutdown, and a 12-bill 
omnibus. The President, Congressional leaders and the leadership of the Appropriations 
Committees shall also work together to reach bicameral and bipartisan agreement on the 
orderly and timely consideration of FY 2021 appropriations bills to avoid a government 
shutdown, and a 12-bill omnibus.

Defense Base 
Defense OCO
Defense subtotal

Nondefense Base 
Census Adj.
Nondefense base plus adjustments

Nondefense OCO 
Nondefense subtotal

Fiscal Year 
2019

647.000
69.0

716.000

597.000

597.000

8.0
605.000

Fiscal Year 
2020

666.500
71.500

738.000

621.500
2.500

624.000

8.000
632.000

Fiscal Year 
2021

671.500
69.000

740.500

626.500 
0

626.500

8.000
634.500

Total 1,321.000 1,370.000 1,375.000

Adjustments permitted under current law for disaster relief, wildfire suppression, program 
integrity, and
21st Century Cures Act continue.

Agreement calls for increased OCO funding in FY20 (relative to FY19) of+$2.5 billion for 
defense funding.
Defense OCO returns to FY19 levels in FY21.
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